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protect . ion of  the f lov and integr i ty of  perennial  streams through incorporat ion
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  i n  c o a l  l e a s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  S u r f a c e  M i n i n g
C o n t r o l  a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  A c t  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f
t h e  v a t e r  b a l a n c e .

Dur ing  our  rev iev  o f  the  las t  S-year  reneva l  o f  the  Min ing  and Rec lamat ion  P lan
for  the  Sky l ine  Mine l  pEotec t ion  o f  perenn ia l  s t reams vas  ident i f ied  as  an
issue.  Th is  invo lves  min ing  under  perenn ia l  s t reams and po ten t ia l  impacts  to
the  f  lov  and grad ien t  o f  these dra inages  as  a  resu l t  o f  subs idence.  I ^ Ihen the
e u r r e n t  5 - y e a r  p e r m i t  v a s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  U t a h  D i v i s i o n  o f  O i 1 ,  G a s  a n d  M i n i n g
( U D O G M ) ,  i t  v a s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  M i n i n g  a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  P l a n  r e v i s i o n s  v o u l d  b e
requ i red  to  p revent  impacts  to  perenn ia l  s t reams.  In  the  las t  coord ina t ion
m e e t i n g  b e t v e e n  t h e  B L M ,  U D O G M ,  a n d  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s
of  Burnout  Creek  and Upper  Hunt ing ton  Creek  vh ich  are  perenn ia l  vas  d iscussed.
I t  vas  agreed t .ha t  lease s t ipu la t ions  pro tec t ing  perenn la l  d ra inages  vou ld  be
e n f o r c e d  f o r  s t r e a m s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p e r e n n i a l .

Dur ing complet ion of  the Environmental  Impact Statement for  Rerout ing of  the

Questar  Ma in l ine  No.  4L  Gas Transmiss ion  P ipe l ine ,  i t  vas  de termined tha t
Burnout  Creek  is  perenn ia l  a t  leas t  up  to  the  fo rks  and tha t  there  are  severa l
spr ings  a long the  f  o r :ks  vh ich  have been ident i f  ied  as  perer in ia l  va ter  sources .
Whi le  i t  i s  no t  known hov  fa r  above the  fo rks  the  f iovs  are  perenn ia l - ,  i t  i s
knovn tha t  Burnout  Creek  suppor ts  f i sh  in  con junc t ion  v i t .h  the  Upper  Hunt ing ton
F i s h e r y .  B u r n o u t  C r e e k  m u s t  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  e f f e e t s  o f  m i n i n g  c o n s i s t e n t
w i t h  t h e  l e a s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s .

I n  s e v e r a l  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  M i n i n g  a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  P 1 a n ,  U t a h  F u e l
Company has  proposed to  ex t rac t  1ongwal1  pane ls  beneath  t .he  Burnout  Creek
dra inage.  Dur ing  a  meet ing  v i th  Utah  Fue l  Co. ,  UDOGM, and the  Fores t  Serv iee ,
ve  s ta ted  tha t  ve  wou ld  no t  consent  to  mi -n ing  vh ich  cou ld  cause subs idence a long
perenn ia l  por t ions  o f  the  s t ream.  I t  vas  then dec ided tha t  Utah  Fue l  Co.  vou ld
moni to r  Burnout  Creek  and de termine wh ich  por t ions  o f  the  c reek  are  perenn ia l .
Parsha l l  f lumes and meters  have been ins ta l led  fo r  th is  purpose and mon i to r ing
i s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d .

L e a s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  a p p r o v e d  M i n i n g  a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  P l a n  r e g u i r e
tha t  spec i f i c  approva l  must  be  ob ta ined pr io r  to  any  min ing  under  perenn ia l
s t r e a m s .  A s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .  t i m e  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s  n o t  c o n s e n t e d  t o  m i n i n g
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under  perenn ia l  por t ions  o f  Burnout  Creek .  Utah  Fue l  Co.  contends  tha t  longva l l
mining under Burnout Creek vas approved under the or ig inal  permit  issued in 1980
and by  v i r tue  o f  BLMts  approva l  o f  the  Resource  Recovery  and Pro tec t ion  P lan
(RRPP) .  We are  very  concerned about  po t .en t ia l  impacts  to  Burnout  Creek  f rom
subs idence.  Due to  t .he  progress  o f  min ing  j -n  t .he  area  and the  d iscussed
c o n c e r n s ,  \ , r e  f e e l  t h a t  t i m e l y  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  r e q u i r e d .

M * p  3 . 3 - l  ( U p p e r  O ' C o n n o r  C o a l  S e a m  F i v e  Y e a r  P r o j e c t i o n )  s h o w s  p r o j e c E e d
1ongva11 pane ls  beneath  por t ions  o f  Burnout  Creek  vh ich  are  known and suspec ted
t o  b e  p e r e n n i a l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e n f o r c e  l e a s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o t e c t  p e r e n n i a l
por t j .ons  o f  Burnout  Creek ,  RRPP modi f i ca t ions  may be  necessary .  P lease rev iev
t .he approved RRPP and determlne i f  i t  is  consistent v i th protect ion of  Burnout
Creek  f rom the  fo rks  to  the  conf luence v i th  Upper  Hunt lng ton  Creek .  P lease
adv ise  us  hov  the  perenn ia l  reaches  o f  Burnout .  Creek  are  pro tee ted  in  the  RRPP.

We have requested  da ta  f rom Utah Fue l  Company to  make a  de terminat ion  as  to
r , rhere Burnout-  Creek is perenn:-a1 abo.re the forks.  I^ Ie wi l -1 ad' , r ise you cf  the
f ind ings .  Depend ing  on  the  resu l t .s  o f  mon i to r ing  in  the  upper  reaches  o f
B u r n o u t  C r e e k ,  a d d i - t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  z o n e s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  v i s h  t o  d i s c u s s  t . h e  i s s u e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e
F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r ' s  O f f i c e  i n  P r i e e ,  U t a h .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ s / A a r o n  L .  H o v e
f o r
GEORGE A. MORRIS
F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r
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